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the prude's mouth and the blazing eyes might pall.
Then his chance would come again.
Far from growing weaker,   however,   Henry's
passion grew as Anne's virtue became more rigid.
She  had   not  always   been so   austere,  for gossip
had   already   been   busy   with   her   good   name,
Percy   and   Sir   Thomas  Wyatt   had   both   been
her lovers, and  with  either or both of them   she
had   in   some   way   compromised   herself.1     But
she   played   her   game    cleverly,    for   the   stake
was  a  big  one,   and   her  fascination   must  have
been  great.    She   was   often   away from   Court,
feigning to prefer the rural delights  of  Hever to
the  splendours   of Greenwich   or   Richmond,   or
offended  at the   significant tittle-tattle about her-
self and the King.     She  was  thus  absent when
in July 1527 Wolsey had gone to France, but took
care to keep herself in Henry's memory by sending
him a splendid jewel of gold and diamonds repre-
senting  a  damsel   in   a boat  on   a troubled  sea.
The  lovesick   King  replied   in the first  of those
extraordinary   love-letters   of   his   which  have  so
often  been   printed.     " Henceforward,"   he  says,
1 It would not be fair to accept as gospel the unsupported assertions of
the enemies of Anne with regard to her light behaviour before marriage,
though they are numerous and circumstantial, but Wyatt's own story of his
snatching a locket from her and wearing1 it under his doublet, by which
Henry's jealousy was aroused, gives us the clue to the meaning- of another
contemporary statement (Chronicle of Henry VIIIr., edited by the writer),
to the effect that Wyatt, who was a great friend of the King-, and was one
of those accused at the time of Anne's fall, when confronted with Cromwell,
privately told him to remind the King1 of the warning he gave him about
Anne before the marriage. Chapuys, also, writing at the time when Anne
was in. the highest favour (1530), told the Emperor that she had been?
accused by the Duke of Suffolk of undue familiarity with **a gentleman
who on a former occasion had been banished on suspicion." This might
apply either to Percy or Wj'att. All authorities agree that her demeanour
was not usually modest or decorous.